
 
 

Magnet School Application 
Information for 2020-2021 

Haga clic aquí para la versión en Español 
 
 

Thank you for your interest in applying to attend a magnet school in Vista Unified!  This document is 
meant to provide parents/guardians with information about our magnet schools and the application 
process.  This information is current as of December 2019 but is subject to change.  If you still have 
questions about our magnet schools or the magnet school application process after reading this 
document, please feel free to contact VUSD Student Support Services at (760) 726-2170, ext. 92180 
or contact the office at any one of our five magnet school sites. 
 
 
What is a magnet school and what magnet schools are available in VUSD? 
 

Magnet schools are public schools with a focused theme that shapes the curriculum and 
instruction at that school.  Magnet schools are typically operated by a school district, but unlike 
a traditional neighborhood school, magnet schools do not have attendance boundaries and are 
open to all students, regardless of their home address.  If a student and their parents are 
interested in the focused theme offered at a particular magnet school, then a magnet school 
might be a perfect alternative to the neighborhood school for that child. 
 
In Vista Unified School District, we have five magnet schools serving students in grades 
kindergarten through 12. 
 

● Casita Center for Science, Technology & Math (Grades K - 5) 
● Vista Academy of Visual & Performing Arts (Grades K - 5) 
● Vista Magnet Middle School (Grades 6 - 8) 
● Vista Innovation & Design Academy (VIDA) (Grades 6 - 8) 
● Mission Vista High School (Grades 9 - 12) 

 
Is a magnet school the same thing as a charter school? 
 

No.  While charter schools and magnet schools share some similarities, there are also 
significant differences.  In California, charter schools are typically authorized by a local school 
board, but their day-to-day operations, finances and governance are independent of that 
authorizing board.  Magnet schools, on the other hand, are considered part of the local school 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tCkVobdW-GIMHlNCS3EdRLwU4oj4ZWb240DVr8IZ9A8/edit?usp=sharing
https://cas.vistausd.org/
https://vapa.vistausd.org/
https://vmms.vistausd.org/
https://vida.vistausd.org/
https://mvhs.vistausd.org/


district and have all the resources and support from the school district office and board that are 
available to every other neighborhood school in the district. 

 
Who can attend a magnet school in VUSD? 
 

Magnet schools in VUSD are open to ALL interested students.  There are not academic or 
other prerequisites for attendance.  Students residing both within Vista Unified School District 
and those residing outside of the District will be considered for admission. 
 
Assurance of Non-Discrimintion: All magnet schools in the Vista Unified School District accept 
students without regard to disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, 
race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or English language learner status.  
 

How do I apply for my child to attend a magnet school in VUSD? 
 

The magnet school application is available to parents online at https://www.vistausd.org/.  For 
parents who do not have access to the internet or appropriate technology, a paper-based 
application is available at each of the five magnet school sites and at the VUSD Student 
Support Services Office located at 1234 Arcadia Avenue, Vista, CA 92084. 
 

The application is asking for my child’s nine-digit VUSD Permanent ID number.  How do I get 
that? 
 

First off, only students who are currently enrolled in a VUSD school have a nine-digit VUSD 
Permanent ID number.  If your student isn’t currently enrolled in a VUSD school, you need to 
complete the non-VUSD student application.  If your student is currently enrolled in a VUSD 
school you can log into your parent portal account and find your student’s “Permanent ID” 
under the Student Info tab.  If you don’t have access to parent portal, please call your child’s 
school or visit in person.  They will be able to provide you with the number if you present 
proper photo identification. 
 

When should I apply? 
 

The magnet school application window will open on Tuesday, January 7th and close on Friday, 
February 21st at 4:30 p.m.  Your application must be completed and submitted by the deadline 
to be entered into the lottery for admission. 
 

Is there an advantage for my child if I apply early in the window? 
 

No, all applications received during the application window will result in the same chance for 
admission for a student whether they are received the morning of January 7th or the afternoon 
of February 21st. 
 

Who can submit a magnet application for an interested student? 
 

Only the parent or legal guardian of a student is permitted to submit an application for their 
student. 

https://www.vistausd.org/


 
My student is currently attending a magnet school.  Do I need to submit a new application for 
2020-2021? 
 

No, you do not need to submit a new application unless your student wants to attend a NEW 
magnet school in 2020-2021.  For example, if your student is a 3rd grade student at Casita 
Center and she plans to attend Casita Center next year for 4th grade, enrollment is automatic 
and a new application is NOT required. 
 
If your student is in elementary school or middle school and wishes to attend a different 
magnet school next year, then a new application is required.  This is true for all current fifth 
grade students who will attend middle school next year and all current eighth grade students 
who will attend high school next year.  These students must complete a new application for the 
new magnet school. 
 

Can I submit an application for more than one magnet school? 
 

Yes, you are permitted to submit an application to both elementary schools or both middle 
schools.  For example, if your student is going to be a sixth grader next year, you are permitted 
to submit an application to Vista Magnet Middle School and VIDA.  If your student is accepted 
to both schools, you will be required to make a choice at the time of acceptance (March 2020). 
If your child is accepted to one school and waitlisted at the other school, you will be required to 
make a choice at the time of acceptance. 
 

Should my child apply to more than one magnet school? 
 

You can apply to more than one magnet school if you are interested in each school.  Each 
school has a separate lottery, so applying to more than one magnet school will provide more 
than one chance of gaining admission to a magnet school.  However, before you apply, it’s 
important to fully consider each school’s unique characteristics and educational programs. 
You should not apply to a magnet school if the program offered isn’t a good fit for your child’s 
unique learning style and needs.  In fact, we urge parents to investigate ALL the schools in 
Vista Unified that serve students in their child’s grade level.  A neighborhood school--either 
your own neighborhood school or another neighborhood school--may be the best fit for your 
child. 
 

How do I learn more about the programs offered at each magnet school? 
 

At the end of this document, there is a brief description of each magnet school’s program.  We 
would also encourage parents to visit the website of each school to learn more.  Every magnet 
school offers periodic tours and that is a great way for parents to see the school in person and 
learn about the unique educational programs they offer to their students. 
 

We live outside of Vista Unified School District boundaries.  Can my child attend a magnet 
school in Vista? 
 



Yes!  A limited number of spaces at every magnet school are open to students who reside 
outside of our school district boundaries.  Students who are admitted but reside outside of 
Vista Unified are required to seek an interdistrict transfer permit from their home (residential) 
district after being accepted.  Some local districts are willing to approve these permits and 
others are more reluctant.  Please speak with your home school district to discuss their 
policies on allowing students to obtain an interdistrict transfer out of the district to attend a 
magnet school in VUSD.  

 
My child receives special education services through an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 
Can he attend a magnet school? 
 

Yes, magnet schools in Vista Unified School district are inclusive and do NOT discriminate 
based upon disability.  However, it is important to note that not every school in Vista Unified 
has the full continuum of special education programs and services.  In the event that your 
child’s IEP calls for a specialized program that is not available at a specific magnet school, the 
VUSD Special Education Department will work with you to find an appropriate program for 
your child at another school.  If you have any questions about the availability of a specialized 
program for your child at a specific magnet school, please feel free to reach out to the school 
or the VUSD Special Education Department prior to submitting an application. 
 

My child is an English language learner. Do the magnet schools serve students who are still 
learning the English language? 
 

Yes, all five magnet schools have specialized programs designed for English learners and they 
are encouraged to apply if they are interested in a specific magnet school program.  
 

 
I have decided that I don’t want my child to attend our neighborhood school.  Should I apply to 
a magnet school? 
 

Maybe.  Each magnet school has unique characteristics and learning programs.  The same is 
true for all the neighborhood schools in Vista Unified.  It is quite possible that a different 
non-magnet neighborhood school is the best fit for your child.  If that’s the case, then you 
should ask for a transfer to that different neighborhood school.  Please contact VUSD Student 
Support Services for more information on transferring to a different neighborhood school.  Our 
staff can provide detailed information and can be reached at (760) 726-2170, ext. 92180. 
 

Am I allowed to submit a magnet school application and an application for an intra-district 
transfer to a different neighborhood school? 
 

Yes, you are permitted to apply to a magnet school and also apply for an intra-district transfer 
to a different neighborhood school.  Once you accept an offer to attend a magnet school, your 
request for an intra-district transfer will be automatically revoked.  The same is true for an 
intra-district transfer.  If you are accepted on an intra-district transfer to a different 
neighborhood school, your acceptance to a magnet school or your position on a magnet 
school waiting list will be automatically revoked. 

 



If my child is going to apply to two magnet schools, do I need to complete two separate 
applications? 
 

No, the application process in VUSD allows you to apply to one or both magnet schools at the 
elementary and middle school levels.  You only need to complete one application for your 
child. 
 

If I have more than one child who is going to apply to a magnet school for next year, do I need 
to complete separate applications? 
 

Yes, it is essential that you complete separate magnet school applications for EACH child in 
your family whom you want to attend a magnet school next year. 
 

I started my child’s application and my computer crashed.  Do I need to start over? 
 

Yes, only applications that are fully completed will be accepted.  Partially completed 
applications are not processed by the application system. 
 

I’m not sure if my application went through.  How do I know? 
 

At the end of the application process, you should see a confirmation page and/or receive an 
email message at the email address you provided in the application.  Please keep this 
information as proof of your application.  If you don’t receive an email message, please check 
your spam/junk folders.  If you still cannot find the confirmation email message, please DO 
NOT apply a second time.  First, call VUSD Student Support Services at (760) 726-2170, ext. 
92180.  Staff members will assist in locating the application and confirming your child’s 
application status. 
 

I submitted my child’s application and some information has changed.  Should I submit a new 
application? 
 

No, please do not submit a new application.  If anything changes, please contact VUSD 
Student Support Services at (760) 726-2170, ext. 92180 and we will work with you to correct 
information or make other changes to your child’s application. 

 
How many applications do you receive each year? What are my child’s chances of being 
admitted? 
 

The number of applications varies from year to year and is dependent upon each school and 
each grade level.  In most years, we receive more applications than there are spaces available 
in our magnet schools at the various grade levels.  As a result, a random lottery process is 
held to determine which students will be offered spaces, which students will be placed on a 
waiting list, and which students will be denied admission. 

 
When does the lottery take place and how does it work? 
 



The lottery process takes place in early March.  Separate lotteries are held for each grade 
level at each school.  Students with priority status are given spaces first.  If there are more 
priority status students than available spaces, a lottery of priority status students is held.  If 
there are available spaces after all priority status students are placed, then a lottery for 
non-priority status students is held. 
 

What is a student with priority status? 
 

A student with priority status is one who has the first opportunity to take an available space at 
a magnet school.  Priority status is given to the following students: 
 

1. The student has a brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, step-brother, or step-sister 
living in the same household, who will be attending the magnet school to which the 
student is applying during the 2020-2021 school year 

2. The student’s parent/guardian or step-parent is a “permanent” employee of the District 
who is NOT in an “at-will” or “exempt” position 

3. The student is currently enrolled in the 5th or 8th grade level at another magnet school 
in the district 

4. The student is the child of a member of the US Armed Forces who is currently in active 
duty status 

5. The student is in the foster care system in California 
6. The student is homeless 

 
Information is verified for every student-applicant who claims to have priority status.  For 
example, parents on active duty status with the US Armed Forces are required to present 
special identification verifying their active duty status. 

 
When will I know if my child has been accepted to a magnet school? 
 

VUSD Student Support Services intends to notify all families of their child’s status during the 
week of March 9, 2020.  You will receive an email message and an official letter in the mail. 
Once you receive this message, if your child is accepted to a school, you will have to indicate 
your intent to enroll in that school in order to secure a spot.  All of that information will be 
explained in the email message and letter that you receive. 
 

It’s the week of March 9th and I haven’t heard anything yet.  What should I do? 
 

First, check the VUSD website (https://www.vistausd.org) for more information.  A public 
announcement will be made when the actual notifications are delivered to families.  Next, 
check your email “inbox” for a message from Vista Unified.  If you can’t find that message, 
please be sure to check your email spam and/or junk mail folders.  If you can’t find the 
message, please call VUSD Student Support Services at (760) 726-2170, ext. 92180. 
 

 
My child was accepted at one magnet school and waitlisted at the other magnet school.  My 
child would prefer the school to which she was waitlisted.  What should I do? 
 

https://www.vistausd.org/


That decision is a personal one.  Sometimes students on a waiting list are eventually admitted. 
Sometimes they are not.  If you accept an offer from one school, you will be automatically 
removed from the waiting list of the other school.  If you choose to remain on the waiting list, 
you are taking a chance that you might not be admitted. 
 
 

My child was waitlisted at a magnet school.  When will I hear whether or not she will be 
admitted for 2020-2021? 
 

Magnet schools will maintain their waiting lists through Friday, September 4, 2020.  Schools 
typically begin calling waitlisted applicants in April and May as spaces open up.  There are 
typically fewer calls in June and July, but there is an increase in calls to waitlisted applicants in 
August as the new school year is about to begin. 
 

Can I know my child’s position on the waiting list? 
 

Yes, but we would urge parents to be very careful about how they interpret the number.  For 
example, being #40 on the waiting list for ninth grade at Mission Vista High School typically 
means the applicant will eventually be admitted.  Being #40 on the eighth grade waiting list at 
Vista Magnet Middle School or VIDA means the applicant has a very small chance of 
eventually being admitted. 

 
My child was denied admission to the magnet school.  What does that mean? 
 

In the event that you receive a denial letter, it means that your child’s position in the lottery was 
so low, there is no realistic chance that he or she will be admitted to that magnet school next 
year.  For example, if a magnet school receives 600 applications for 270 available spots, the 
school will accept the first 270 students, maintain a reasonable waiting list of applicants 
(approximately 100), then deny admission to those who drew the lowest numbers in the lottery 
system.  We understand that it can be very difficult to receive a denial letter.  Student Support 
Services can help assist families in finding an alternative school in these cases. 
 

I received a letter that says my child was not selected and that denials are final. However, it 
also says that my child will remain on an “interest list” for the school. Does this mean my child 
is on the waiting list? 
 

No, unfortunately it does not. All applicants were put into one of three categories: Admitted, 
Waitlisted, or Denied. Students who are denied are put on an interest list just in case the 
school has an excessive number of admitted and waitlisted students who change their minds 
about attending. We do not expect that this will happen and the parents of students on the 
interest list should make plans to attend another school in the 2020-2021 school year, but if a 
space does open up and the waiting list is exhausted, we will call you. 
 

I have two children who applied to the same school.  One child ended up on the waiting list 
and the other was denied admission.  What happens if my child on the waiting list is admitted 
in the future? 
 



In that case, the brother or sister of the admitted student will grain priority status and their 
application status will change from denied to waitlisted with priority. 

 
 

What do I do if I have a question that wasn’t answered above? 
 

Please give us a call in VUSD Student Support Services at (760) 726-2170, ext. 92180.  We 
are more than happy to help answer any and all questions. 
 

 
 
 

Magnet School Descriptions 
 
 

Casita Center 
 

Casita Center became an authorized International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program (IBPYP) 
School in May, 2017. IBPYP is a curriculum framework focusing on the development of the whole 
child as an inquirer. It also opens students’ minds to the value of language and how it communicates 
the richness of so many cultures. To be the model of educational excellence, every Casita teacher 
has completed or is enrolled at Cal State San Marcos through the Extended Studies Program to earn 
an IB Certificate in Teaching and Learning. Casita is also a magnet school of choice with a STEAM 
focus. Weekly, students attend a variety of labs where they take extracurricular subjects such as 
coding and programming, environmental science, design and makery, Spanish, art, and culinary arts. 
On our campus, we have turned a wetlands conservation easement into a Schoolyard 
Habitat/Outdoor Education Classroom. We also have a certified Wildlife Habitat Garden, a butterfly 
garden, a music playground and an Imagination Playground in a Box. We are a diverse community 
that reflects the demographics of VUSD. We hold high expectations for ALL students. 

 
 

Vista Academy of Visual and Performing Arts 
 

Vista Academy of Visual and Performing Arts is an arts-integrated, International Baccalaureate (IB) 
elementary school. With our vision to be the model of educational excellence through an innovative, 
arts-integrated academic community, we pride ourselves in providing unique learning opportunities 
based on agency, solving real-world problems, and taking action for positive change. The International 
Baccalaureate program encourages students around the world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners. In our primary years IB program, we aim to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and 
caring young students who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.  
 
In addition to our inquiry based, internationally-minded focus, our students also participate in 
specialized weekly classes in Dance, Drama, Music, STEAM, and Spanish from certificated teachers 
in those areas. Our classroom teachers collaborate with our arts specialists to encourage learning 
through the arts across the curriculum to reach rigorous state and common core standards. The arts 



specialists also offer many after school conservatories for students to dive deeper into the arts. Vista 
Academy’s goal is to develop the intellectual, artistic and emotional potential in EVERY child. 
 
 

Vista Magnet Middle School 
 
Vista Magnet Middle School is an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School and a magnet school 
for STEM education. All students at Vista Magnet participate in the IB program which aims to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people who help create a better world. Students learn 
through real-world applications and service learning experiences in the IB curriculum, which includes 
the following subjects each year: Science, Math, Design, Language and Literature, Individuals and 
Societies, Physical Education, Art, and Spanish. The unique Vista Magnet curriculum and schedule 
places extra emphasis on STEM education, with a double period of math and a double period of 
science every day. Vista Magnet students are well supported to achieve high academic and behavior 
standards by utilizing the IB Learner Profile for character and whole child development. The Vista 
Magnet experience is summarized by the four pillars of success: Engage, Achieve, Belong, Design. 
 
 

VIDA 
 

VIDA means “life” in Spanish, and we take our name to heart by aspiring to be more about the lives of 
students and who they are than just being “school.” VIDA is short for the Vista Innovation & Design 
Academy. We are a magnet middle school that dares to ignite the creative genius of all students by 
kindling their unique strengths, interests, and values. Our magnet theme of Design is best described 
as where Science, Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM) come crashing together with the Creative 
Arts. As a design school, we value both the process of design as well as actual product design. While 
our school is built on creativity, we are built around opportunity for all students. Opportunity serves to 
engage students in the classes they choose, and while doing actual work in their classes. We also see 
opportunity as building the skills, mindsets, and dispositions necessary to succeed in the new 
economy. All of our students receive formal public speaking training and begin to build their own 
personal brand over three years! 
 
 

Mission Vista High School 

Mission Vista High School is a dual magnet high school offering unique pathways of study in the areas 
of Arts & Communication, and Science & Technology. Our programs provide access to a rigorous and 
relevant education that connects students’ interests to real-world experiences. MVHS offers pathways 
in each of our dual magnet themes, our robust Career and Technical Education program, as well as a 
multitude of elective courses in the “core” disciplines. We also offer 13 honors-level and 18 Advanced 
Placement courses for students.  

MVHS operates on an accelerated 4x4 block schedule, in which students are enrolled in eight courses 
per year--four classes per term. Every term-long course is equivalent to a year-long course at 
traditional schools. After each term, students are assigned four brand-new courses with new teachers 
and classmates for the remainder of the school year.  



Our unique course offerings, and our 4x4 schedule allow us to pursue our mission of being the model 
of educational excellence through discovery, innovation, and growth by providing opportunities for 
students to explore their interests in various course pathways offered to them. All interested students 
are invited to apply for admission.  

 


